
160 RedDot projects –
administration made easy

RedDot CMS at the
Universität Karlsruhe (TH)

Dipl.-Inform. Ulrich Weiß

?

Dipl.-Inform. Ulrich Weiss, 10/26/2006, Slide 2RedDot CMS at Universität Karlsruhe (TH)

Overview

Organisation and Technique
RedDot Projects 
Administration Tool
Editors / Users

Conclusion



Dipl.-Inform. Ulrich Weiss, 10/26/2006, Slide 3RedDot CMS at Universität Karlsruhe (TH)

Dipl.-Inform. Ulrich Weiss, 10/26/2006, Slide 4RedDot CMS at Universität Karlsruhe (TH)

Organisation and Technique

Universität Karlsruhe (TH)
1 University
– 11 schools/departments
– 160 institutes
– n groups
– 40 institutions
– 4000 employees, 18.000 students

10. 1999 
– ca. 200 web server
– 200.000 internet pages
– introduction of a web content management system

No authority to issue directives of the chair
– corporate design
– use of different systems



Dipl.-Inform. Ulrich Weiss, 10/26/2006, Slide 5RedDot CMS at Universität Karlsruhe (TH)

Organisation and Technique

Technical Overview
10,000 computers of all kind
central fileserver EMC²
– 25 TB, access from Unix, Linux, and Windows systems

central user administration
– DB, LDAP, ADS
– 30.000 users

RedDot
– 789 editors
– 12 administrators
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Organisation and Technique

RedDot Server
IBM X-Series 345, 2.5 GB, ServeRaid, W2K
System
– 2*2.4 GHz P4-Xeon

MS-SQL database
– W2K3, 4 GB, 2.4 GHz P4-Xeon

Windows ↔ Unix
– cygwin
– ssh / sshd
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Organisation and Technique

RedDot editing
server

RedDot publishing
server

MS-SQL database
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Organisation and Technique
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RedDot Projects

Structures of RedDot Projects 

CMS 6.1.2.5
183 projects (160 in production) 
shared templates 
– since 1.1.2006
– on the road: migration of 60 single projects

project: central default definition page
– colors
– graphics
– texts
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RedDot Projects
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RedDot Projects
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RedDot Projects
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project variants
– HTML, Text, Print, XML

language variants
– german, english, french, spanish

web server techniques
– PHP (CMS and web server)

RQL tools for users
– view and edit publishing jobs
– find and delete free pages
– copy pages

RedDot Projects
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Universität Karlsruhe (TH)

RedDot Projects
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RedDot Projects

breadcrumb
without RedDot functionality
container with a list including a 
link to parent page
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What Do We Need an Own Administration Tool For? 

copy / delete projects
approve and assign content classes
assign users, assign groups
work on administrative data
authorize the use of special SmartEdit pages
administration of active processes
migration

Administration Tool



Dipl.-Inform. Ulrich Weiss, 10/26/2006, Slide 19RedDot CMS at Universität Karlsruhe (TH)

Administration Tool
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Administration Tool
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Administration Tool
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Administration Tool
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Administration Tool
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Administration Tool
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Administration Tool
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Administration Tool
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Administration Tool
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Administration Tool

migration of 60 standalone projects into
a shared template structure
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Editors / Users

Critical Aspects
internal names for RedDot pages
problems of understanding
– publish (dependent pages, following pages)
– links, references

publishing to stage and live server
– performance
– syncing stage → live (as of now: completely)

SmartEdit text editor
– still hoping
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Editors / Users

Concepts For Trainings
12-15 participants, 1-2 teachers, duration 3.5 h 
own project for each partivipant
didactics: constructivist concept
– „few ‚stupid‘ repetitions, many work out on your own, 

good documentation“
– understanding its philosphy, many little steps, acquire

knowledge in small groups or on your own
documentation
– general part: intro, conventions of RedDot names
– step by step tutorials
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Conclusion

Conclusion
since 2000 … many legacies
comparison with other systems
optimizations/reimplementations with new builtin functions

integration project
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Conclusion

Integration Project KIM

development of existing CMS templates (read access

from other information systems, using PHP/ASP/WS)

extend RedDot CMS XCMS

present WCMS

– design master, layout

– source for add-on / „web-only“ information



Dipl.-Inform. Ulrich Weiss, 10/26/2006, Slide 33RedDot CMS at Universität Karlsruhe (TH)

Conclusion
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Conclusion

Another (much bigger) Integration

Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe
in der Helmholtz - Gemeinschaft
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Thank you very much

Ulrich Weiss

Tel: +49 (0) 721 – 608 4868 

Ulrich.Weiss@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de


